1 
= 


= 
on” 
ad 
* 


Bene. 


— 
* 


Preach'd in the 
Town of King Hun, vue 


September 29. 7113 Ig 


— M$ - 


- 


_ 


Being the ANNIVERSARY of the 
M AYO 5 Herts on bis Be. 


_- 


* - 
—_— —_— 1 3 — 


Y HENRY COIL MAN B. D. Late Felbw of 
Trinity Coll. Cambridge, Rector of Harply, Norfolk. 


LONDON, 


Printed for John Pemberton at the Golden Buck over 
againſt St. Dunſtan s- Church in Fleetſtreet, 1711. 


& 
* 


„ 


» 


9ꝶꝙ— 


ft 


To the Reverend Dr. Lettell, Prebendary 
of Norwich, and Curate to the Dean 
and Chapter, at Lynn, a 


SIR, 


OU were pleas'd, by reaſon of Tour neceſſary 
\ Abſence at that time, to pitch upon me to ſupply 


your Place on the late Annmverſar of Tour 
Mayor's entring on his Office, which occaſion'd 
this Diſcourſe following; what treatment it met with is 
too well known: whether it deſerves ſuch or no, will now 
(I hope not to its diſadvantage) be as well known too, 

Since it appears in publick, I beg leave it may make its 
Addreſs to, and lay itſelf before, Tou, whoſe eſtabliſh'd 
Charafter, both of Fudgment and Integrity, renders Tow 
a Fudge unexceptionable in theſe matters; to Whom I 
owe ſome account of my Behaviour and Management on that 
Day; and who are Yourſelf ſo nearly concern'd, that no 
Do&rine really unwholſome be ſpread in Tour Cure, at leaſt 
not under Tour Name, er as with Tour Authority or Ap- 

obation. 1 

I preſent this therefore to that end before You, and that 
with all its imaginary, with all its real Faults and Im- 
perfections; (For as to the manner of the performance my 
then Circumſtances would not permit me to attend to, nor 
will my preſent permit me to correct what it wants of, 
if I did pretend to, exatneſs) let it ſpeak for it ſelf, and 
ſtand or fall by the naked undiſguis'd truth, 

For indeed in the courſe and exerciſe of our Miniſtry, 
there is but one thing material to affect @ Preacher, becauſe 
there is but one thing, for which he is accoumable, (1 Cor. 
4. 1,2.) or ought to be concern'd for. Wo be to Us, if We 
Preach not the Goſpel, and that willingly, (x Cor. 9. 16, 
17.) yea all the Goſpel, as We have opportunity (Acts 20. 

| A 2 20, 26.) 


RR _ 
20, 26.) Wo be to Us, "if -we- Preach any thing hut the 
Goſpel on whatſoever opportunity (Gal. 1. 8,9.) (i Tim. 6. 
3, 4, 5.) but We ſhall be approved unto God, and are 
Workmen that need not be \aſhamed- before men, if we 
rightly divide the word of truth (2 Tim. 2. 15.) If there. 
fore, what we at any time offer as the word of” God, be 
the true word of God, it commands a ready and kind re. 
2 of itſelf and us, in the Name of God; ſince even 
Chriſtian is neceſſarily oblig to take heed how he heareth, 
(Luke 8. 18.) F it be not the true word of God; no Pleg 
ought to be allow'd to ſolicite a reception in our own Nane, 
fince every Chriſtian is as neceſſarily oblig'd to take heel 
what he heareth alſo. (Mark 4. 24.) | 
Sir, I cannot think you believe me ſo abandon'd to In. 
pertinence, as to have no higher aim than to make one among 
the intolerable Crowd of Scriblers on this (now) ſo trite 
Subject; and much leſs Guilty of ſuch Preſumption, as ty 
fancy I bring any thing new, or more to the purpoſe after 
the finiſb'd labours of ſo many excellent Undertakers in it; 
no Sir, I muſt declare, it is chance, not deſig n, brings thu 
abroad; it is not purely my own att and deed ,, force more 
than choice effefteth it Many juſt, honourable, ſufficient, 
importunate Motives there are, which .induce me to it; 
and ſome are of that nature, that I think. I may very well 
look upon them as neceſſary, and call them ſo, ' _ 
For, if according to ſome antient Fathers,a private Chriſitan 
D 3 in hefoiclons \,0ugNt _ N have any patience, 

hereſeos neminem velit eſſe pa. Ouglit not to de F call d by the 
tientem. n el. name of a Chriſtian, who can ſit 
Anglic. part. II. 


Erfi enim aliæ injuriz ſæpe Doan 71 
magnz ab homine modeſto, & Hereſy, which 15 taking . np 4 


—— — ie Doctrine; how much grea- 

int, tamen hæreſeos notam | RIPON 

Qui difſimulet, eum Ruffinus ter neceſſity ſhall We (modeſtly) 

— Aer think there is for à public Pres- 

. c ber of the word, to he concern d 
10 


tamely under the imputation of 


Dedication. 

to wipe off that Blot, when calumiiiated as teaching ſuch ? 
Is be at liberty to confirm that ſcandal by his ſilence ? 
ought not theſe unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, 
(Tit. 1. 11.) to have their mouths ſtopped > Ougbt not 
a Miniſter to wax bold in the Lord, and give way by 
ſubjection to theſe, no not for an hour; that the truth of 
the Goſpel might (as far as in bim lies) continue (Gal. 2.5.) 
and be preſerv'd unſullied? 

Nor a leſs neceſſary Duty do I take it to be, to prevent 
well-meaning People, from being led away by miſtakes, and 
judging to their own ruin, by idle hearſay and miſrepreſen- 
tation. For, over and above the great Sin of uncharita- 
bleneſs, (Matth. 7. 1.) when the miniſterial character is 
brought under cenſure, the ſuperior Dignity of its nature, 
(John 20. 21.) the vaſt importance of it's end, (2 Cor. 2. 
15, 16.) require, that all things be, very thoroughly and 


fairly, canvaſsd, before any ſuch be pronounc d againſt it; 


and thoſe, who take upon them ſuch judgment, cannot for 
their own ſakes be too cautious in it; for by falſe or raſb 
judging and cenſuring the Miniſter, the Miniſtry itſelf, 
the word, (1 Theſſ. 2. 15.) and work (2 Cor. 6. 1.) of 
God is equally affected, (2 Cor. 6. 3.) and Men become 
Slanderers and Hinderers of it; à terrible charge, and 
which will certainly lie very heavy on thoſe who ſhall be 
found Guilty of it, when God cometh himſelf to take the 
| Cauſe in hand, and to vindicate bis own Authority and 
Majeſty, ſo eaſily contemn'd, ſo ſpitefully inſulted in 
theſe his Meſſengers. (Luke 10. 18.) Ft 

I cannot, I muſt confeſs, but hope, that, all hindrances 
being taken away by the Publication of the Diſcourſe itſelf, 
when Men come to conſider it coolly, and over again, in 
their retir'd+ thoughts, and impartial reflections, it may 


prove more effefual to the end defign'd, viz. the glory of 


God in the Salvation of my ſelf and thoſe that heard me, 
(1 Tun. 4, 16.) than it could at the fuft delivery ;, being 


then 


Dedication. 

then receiv'd ar One, in a kind of hurry, as A tranſient 
Diſcourſe, and that too perhaps not without ſome preju- 
dice. 

There is no need indeed, as to Yourſelf, whoſe cangil, 
generous, and true Chriſtian temper, beareth all things, 
hopeth all things, believeth all things, endurerh all things, 
And I hahe the knowledge You have, perſonally, of me, 
will not 17 You with any Argument to exclude me my 
bare of that Your univerſal Charity and Good- nature: Tet, 
by You, let me thus declare to all thoſe, who ſhall come to 
the peruſal of theſe Papers, that I do afſure them, ny 
Conſcience bearing me witneſs and God alſo, that my prin- 
cipal end in Preaching and Printing this, was, and is, the 
Edification of every one, and by no means to give offence to 
any Man living; God forbid I ſhould (even ignoranth) 
preach Jeſus Chriſt of envy or contention, or out of an 
other motive, than that of love and good will (Phil. 1, 
16,17.) and duty; and I know I have(by his good grace up- 
on me) kept myſelf innocent from de/ignedly falling int; 
that great offence, In this, and through the whole conſe 
of my Miniſtry my full intention, my beſt endeavours, (how 
weak ſoever in performance and execution) have faith- 
fully been directed and employ'd in his Service, to whom 
they were at firſt inrirely dedicated. This is my rejoycing; 
and this my Integrity I will hold faſt ; and as my own 


heart doth not condemn me, ſo no efforts of ignorance or 


malice in another, interpreting me by his own falſe gloſſes, 
ſhall rob me of this ſatisfafion, this fruit of my labours, 
and the bopes that may attend it. 

I will not ſuſpe& any one to be ſo uncharitable and un- 
juſt as to reflect upon me for this, as if I did magnify 
my ſelf, or of Men fought J Glory; alas ! Will any one 
deny us the poor Claim to common Honeſiy ! I am truh 
conſcious of my own infinite Deficiencies ;, more than enough 


zo humble me, (and which do humble me) in Duſt and 
Aſhes ; 


Dedication. 

Aſhes;(and who indeed is ſufficient for theſe Things? 2Cor.2, 
16.) and although I knew nothing by my ſelf, yet were 
] not hereby juſtified, but he that judgeth me is the Lord; 
(1 Cor. 4. 2, 3, 4, 5.) from him muſt come the Sentence, 
from him the Praiſe ; (2 Cor. 10. 18.) and there fore, I 
can do nothing. againſt: the Truth, but for the Truth; 
2 Cor, 13. 8.) nor dare I beg of any, the meaneſt Chriſtian, 
to fin againſt God, againft his own Soul, and againſt mine 
10 (Luk. 6. 26.) by favouring me, if the Root of the mat- 
ter, the Truth it ſzIf, be not found in me. 

I ſhould be loth any one (hould be more tenderly ſenſible 
of, more willing to make reparation for, or more heartily 
and conſtantly ſoould pray, that no Scandal or Infection may 
be given by, or drep from: him, whether wittingly or unwit- 
tingly, at any time, than my ſelf; my Saviour, my Maſter, 
has forewarn'd me, He that breaketh one of the leaſt of 
theſe Commandments: and ſhall teach Men fo,. the ſame 
ſhall be called the leaſt. in the Kingdom of Heaven; 
(Mat. 5. 19.) (that is in Scripture Language (hall not be 
admitted thereto) that even he that knew not his Ma- 
ſter's Will, and did commit things worthy of Stripes, 
ſhall be beaten (although) with few Stripes; (Luk. 12. 
48.) and the leaſt Portion of Damnation, is more than I 
dare dally with : but I cannot (and I conceive I ought to) 
condemn my ſelf, only becauſe ſome others think fit to do 
ſo; much leſs, dare I deny, or prevaricate with the Word 
of God, whoſoever, for their own particular Humour, Pre- 
judice, or Intereſt, may take upon them to require me to do 
ſo. (2 Cor. 4, 1, 2, 5. 1 Thell. 2.3, 4, 5. 1 Cor. 2.17.) 

Pardon me Sir, 1 125 you ;, pardon me this tho foo- 
liſh enough, yet truly honeſt, Freedom; I know you vill; 
I know others will too, who know the Neceſlity that 1s 
laid upon me, and extorteth this from me, (2 Cor 12.11.) 


and I truſt no. Man ſhall make me aſhamed, from _ 
| ere- 


Dedication. 


hereafter follows, that I haue taken too much upon me, 
in this however, confident boaſting. 

But Sir, I will no longer encroach on your time and 
patience ;, come we to the thing it ſelf and its proofs ;, and 
let no Man believe vain Words » whether of Falſeneſ; 
againſt, or of Aſſurance for me. I freely ſubmit what fol. 
lows, to the Cenſure of my Superiors, 80 whom I muſt 
to the impartial Examination of every Chriſtian, to whom 
I willingly would give a ſatisfactory Account of my Action: 
of this Nature, and particularly, Sir, to your Fude. 
ment, by whom (in ſome meaſure, for both thoſe Reaſons, 
at preſent) I am deſirous to be acquitted and accepted. 
I know that I ſhall be juſtified, and therefore am not diſ. 
pleat d, that I am brought to the Light, that thereby 
my Work may be made manifeſt, that it 1s wrought in 
God; (John 3. 21.) that I have neither betray'd or a. 
bus'd, either your truſt in me as 4 Friend, or the charge 
committed to me as a Preacher, or any Part of my Duty as 
a true Chriſtian. 1 8 


— 
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Sir, Tour very much oblig'd 


and Humble Servant 


Henry Colman. 
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2 Chronicles XIX. 6. 


Take heed what ye do, for ye judge not for Man but for 
the Lora, who is with you in judgment, 


HE Solemnity, which is the particular occaſion 
of this Meeting and Diſcourſe, will, I ſuppoſe, 
ſufficiently authoriſe the choice of the Subject, 
which Thy before you ; and ſhall ſerve in- 

ſtead of further Preface from the Context, or the occa- 
ſon of them. 

It well became the Piety and Prudence of our Ance- 
ſtors, to uſher in a thing ſo ſerious, with as ſerious an 
attendance, by taking care, that a matter of ſuch impor- 
tance, as Magiſtracy is, ſhould be entred upon in a man- 
ner ſuitable to the Dignity and Concern of it. It was a 
juſt ſenſe of the true Nature of the Office prompted 
hem ſo immediately to apply themſelves to God for his 
Bleſling on this, his own Ordinance : and no 1mproper 
xe for the Officer, thus to provide; that, by having 
is Mind brought to reflect on what he was undertaking, 
de might the better raiſe in himſelf that mature delibe- 
ation, that ſerious application, that fix'd and firm reſo- 
ution, which are neceſſary to every one that takes on 
um ſuch a Charge, and is concern'd for the worthy Ad- 
niniſtration of it. And for this reaſon well might the 
ood King Jehoſaphat uſe this caution and admonition in 
Text on the like occaſion ; Take heed what ye &c. 

1, For if we conſider the Origin and Inſtitution of Go- 
ernment ;, what is more excellent in itſelf? What more 


onourable for Men to be employ'd in? But withal, 
B what 


— — N * 
— ei —, - > 4 "Ro, DEE. * 
2 . 3 * — 
V - 


F 


— O_o - 228 
13 — * 8 


2 2 — 
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what more awfu.. too, what to be approach'd with mor: 
Reverence and Caution by Men ? It is ſacred, it is divine: 
no chance, no trivial thing ; not born of Earth, but « 
Deſcent from Heayen; the Image of that God that dwell, 
there; a Ray of kis own moſt Glorious Majeſty ; the 
livelieſt Repreſentation of himſelf among his Creatures 
Government is the immediate Appointment of God; Mz. 
giſtrates are his Deputies and Vicegerents upon Earth, 
their Kingdoms the ſeveral Provinces of his Univers 
Empire; the Authority wherewith they are inveſted, the 
Commiſſion whereby they act, is deriv'd from that $y. 
preme Aing of Kings and Lord of Lords; and the San. 
Hon of the Law requiring obedience to them, is drawn 
in the ſame form with that, which requires Obedience 
to God himſelf, who is himſelf affected with whatſoever 
is done to theſe his Repreſentatives : By me Kings Reign 
and Princes decree Fuſtice. Prov. 8. 15. There is no pown 
but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God; 
whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the orli- 
nance of God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to then- 
ſelves damnation. Rom. 13. 12. Government is much to 
noble to be aflign'd to any mortal Origin or Ordinance, 
being endow'd with thoſe Sovereign Privileges, which all 
Mankind could never give, becauſe they were never Mr 
{ters of them to give them; and which therefore mult 
come only from that great Proprietor and Diſpoſer of all 
things, God Almighty. 

Accordingly he avows it, we ſee, and claims it as hi; 
and in his own word he ſets his own Image and = 
ſcription on it, calling Governors Gods; I have /11: » 
are Gods, Pſal. 82. 6. Thou ſhalt not revile the Go 15, 
ſpeak evil of the Rulers of thy People. Exod. 22. 29 
this, imparting his own incommunicable Name to the 
ſtamping in a peculiar manner his Majeſty upon te 
and ſhutting out all Claim and Pretenſion of a 
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(3) 

Sharers in the Inſtitution. St. Peter indeed, once 1 Pet. 2. 
13. calls Magiſtrates the Ordinance of Man, but (as 
Calvin and Beza on that place expreſty obſerve) he calls 
them ſo, not becauſe they are the Invention or Fancy 
of Men, but becauſe proper to Men; that is, as one well 
interprets (J. Pareumon Rom. 13.) not cauſally, as brought 
in and inſtituted by men; but ſubjectivehy, becauſe manag d 
and put into the hands of men; objefively, becauſe exer- 
cis'd upon ſocieties of men; finally,becauſe appointed by God 
for the uſe and benefit of men. 

Thoſe therefore, who in their Romantick Dreams 
fondly argue, that Government 1s a Creature of, and foun- 
ded in the People; who raiſe viſionary Schemes of Origi- 
nal Contracts, and indefeaſible Rights of Sovereignty in- 
herent in the Multitude; who by a very Reverſe of Na- 
ture, place the ultimate reſort of Power in thoſe who ne- 
ver had any ; they would do well to find out ſome better 
Arguments, than they have yet produc'd in favour of their 
ſtrange Opinion; for as their bare, tho* bold Affirma- 
tion, is by no means ſufficient, againſt the united Teſti- 
mony of Mankind: So, much leſs will it excuſe them, if 
they ſhould be found to fight even againſt God, by thus 
ralting an Idol into his place, even the Beaſts of the Peo- 
ple : Pſal. 68. 30. and entrench on his Prerogative, who 
alone is, no doubt, the Fountain of all Power, and that 
by right, eſſential and unalienable. 

But, not to go out of our way for theſe wild Projectors, 
this is certainly one very good reaſon, why Magiſtracy 
ſhould not be entred upon, as at all Adventures, but ſe- 
rioully ; Take heed what ye do, for you act for God, and 
ae accountable to God for what you do, 


2. If again we conſider the great difficulty of the Office of 
Governing well; as this is a true Spur to an heroick conſcious . 
Virtue to defire ſo good a Work, ſo is it, withal, juſt ground 
of Admonition and Caution to all that are call'd to it, to be 

B 2 {ure 


(+) 


ſure that they be advis'd, and know what they take upon 
themſelves when they enter on it. It is an old Obſerva. 
tion (Magiſtratus indicat virum) that being plac'd in Mz. 
giſtracy ſhows a Aan, gives a noble Scope and large Field 
for a Man of ſolid Virtue to exerciſe his Abilities in, and 
diſplay thoſe bright and admirable Qualities, which lay 
buried in the common Rank of undiſtinguiſh'd Privacy and 
Obſcurity. Again it ſhows the Man, it expoſes the whole, 
the true Man, to publick View ; and that, often, in ſuch 
Light as was little ſuſpected by the Man himſelf, or thoſe 
that liv'd with him. A high Station, andenlarg'd Power, 
how tempting ſoever they appear at diſtance to the By. 
ſtanders, are tercible Trials, and Temptations to thoſe 
who are to encounter, and go thro' with, the Difficulties 
that ſtill accompany that Glory ; and many a true, but 
weak Virtue hath been furpriz'd and loſt by this unfortu- 
nate Proſperity ; being unable to ſtand thoſe more nume- 
rous and rougher Shocks, which attended that Heighth; 
tho' it was equal enough to the lower Station of Life, 
and paſs'd the common Dangers with ſufficient Condug, 
Succeſs and Character. Every good Man is not always a 
good Governor; the Talents are widely different, their 
Exigencies very diſproportionate, and if not ſupply'd with 
as different and diſproportionate Spirits, they muſt fall 
under them. 

Man is the moſt untameable of all wild Beaſts ;, he mult 
be done good to againſt his own Will; and manag'd, | 
had almoſt ſaid, cheated into Happineſs, 1n ſpight of his 
own ſelf, Although he be made by Nature for Society, 
and it is unavoidable to him to deſire it; although the 
Advantage of ſuch Society is not of more neceſſary Con- 
ſequence, than plain Evidence to him too: Yet, ſuch 1s 
the fatal State of his Corruption, that even this great, this 
neceſſary Good of Mankind, is ſtill in danger from ther 
own Hands; and tho' they cannot live without it, yet, 

thro 


(9) 
thro! the Impetuouſneſs and Contradiction of their Vices, 
they are continually ſtriking at it. Some run ſtark mad 
with their Luſts, and declare open War againſt all Regu- 
larity and Reſtraint, as a Violation of the Birth-right ; 
an Impoſition on the original Independency of Mankind: 
Others, tho? not ſo rampant, yet, either through Ambi- 
tion or Covetouſneſs, are for graſping more than belongs 
to them, and for juſtling others out of their juſt Share 
and Portion, to make room for their eager Deſires, or fan- 
cy'd Merits. Theſe head-ſtrong and dangerous Motions, 
will find a Magiſtrate work enough to curb their Violence 
and indeed it requires extraordinary Abilities;a particular and 
ſuperior Genius 1s neceſſary to adjuſt and conduct all theſe 
Difficulties, We read therefore that when God appointed Saul 
to be King over Iſrael, he gave him another heart; i Sam. 10.4. 
a Spirit of Government, no doubt, to which he now 
call'd him; and without ſuch ſpecial Help from him, for 


whom they govern, they will not be able to anſwer the 


great Ends and Deſigns of it. Men may think as well as 
they pleaſe of themſelves, of their own Capacities, and 
Ways, and Policies; but, ſure, it would make a modeſt 
Man tremble to recollect, how few, how very few, among 
the vaſt multitude of Governors, have (in the eye of Men, 
and, perhaps, much fewer in the fight of God) made good 
the Character of good ones. Take beed then what ye do, 
your Ground is ſlippery, your Work difficult, and trying 
to the utmoſt, | 

3. Conſider we, once more, the Conſequence and Con- 
cern of Governinent ; and then, fure, as their is no gene- 
rous Temper but would be glad to be the Inſtrument of 
ſo much Good to the World, as thoſe who are plac'd in 
ſuch Poſts, may, and juſtly are expected to be: So he 
cannot be without Concern (when he finds himſelf engag'd 
in that Duty) to look carefully to his Steps, that the [flue 


be 


(6) 


be accordingly, that he become not, by his own faulty 
Miniſtration, a Miſchief, a Nuiſance to it. | 
Government is, in it ſelf, the Life and Soul of the 
World; to its Order and Regulation we owe all the Ad- 
vantages we enjoy; it is the Epitome, and Conveyance 
too, of all the Bleſſings a kind indulging Providence could 
beſtow on us; nay, ſo neceſſary, ſo eſſential 18:1t to our 
well being here, that even an evil, irregular, exorbitant 
Government, in its greateſt Exceſs and Licentiouſneſs of 


Miniſtration, is better than none; where the Governor 


takes his Range more like a Fury, an Inſtrument of the 
very Devil, than a Servant of God; yet is he ſtill the Mi- 
niſter of God for good; tho* not that Good for which he 
was intended, and which he ought to have been ; yet for 
Good ſtill, which he cannot hinder, the Remains of which 
are ſtill of more Good to Mankind, than leaving them to 
their own ſelves in the Wilds of Anarchy and Confryſron. 
But what then, what a Bleſſing muſt that Government 
be that comes up to, and fully anſwers its end; when the 
truly divine and God- like Intentions have their effect in 
ſuitable Actions? There 1s no doubt but God loves that 
Nation (as the Queen of Sheba piouſly obſerv'd and wiſe- 


iy 1 Kings 10. 9.) when he ſets ſuch Governors over it, | 


ince his Providence it ſelf hath not in ſtore ſuch another 
Fulneſs of Bleſſings, to beſtow onfa Nation as is contain'd 
in good Government, 

But, tho* evil Government be good in compariſon of none, 
yet it is, doubtleſs, the moſt Home-ſtroke of angry Juſtice, 
the ſevereſt Vengeance God can let looſe upon a reprobate 
People, thus to fend evil Angels (evil Rulers) among 
them. For what can ſave, what can help a Nation,when 
that which ſhould have been for its Wealth, is made to it 
an occaſion of falling? When thoſe Fountain Waters, on 
whoſe diffuſive Virtue the Fruitfulneſs of the Land de- 

pended, 
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pended, become nought themſelves and cauſe unavoidable 
Barrenneſs by their malign Influence? 2 King 2. 21. 

I ſhall not, I think, need to infiſt longer on this, 
moſt of us by home Experience, were made ſenſible of 
the weight of this Miſery in a late Reign ; ſhort indeed, 
but too ſharp to be eaſily forgotten; the Terrors of which 
are not yet laid, nor the dire Effects of it eras'd or reco- 
ver'd : Yet thus much I thought neceſſary to my preſent 
Subject, thereby to excite Governors to take care of their 
Behaviour, which 1s of ſuch Conſequence to thoſe, with 
whom they are concern'd. He muſt be of a very ſtrange 
make indeed, who thinks it not worth his while, whether 
he be a tutelar or deſtroying Angel; who is ſo perfectly 
unconcern'd for Himſelf and others, as not to lay to 
heart, what the Iſſue of theſe Things ſhall be, For let 
Governors always remember, that tho' they be Inſtru- 
ments of God's gracious and vengeful Diſpenſations to 
Mankind, the Conduits thro* which he conveys theſe grea- 
teſt of Goods or Evils to them; yet the Fruit of their 
Actions ſhall be rendred to them; their Share ſhall be grea- 
ter, according to their Station, whatever they bring upon 
their Brethren. Take heed then what ye do, for what 
you do is of the utmoſt Importance, the greateſt Bleſſing, 
or the greateſt Curſe to others, and to yourſelves too. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe weighty 2 that 
make it neceſſary for a wiſe and good Man to recollect, 
and ſtir up his whole ſelf, when he is call'd to the great 
Duty of Magiſtracy; and, although theſe may appear 
more ſtrong and viſible in the AUminiſtration of the ſ1:- 
preme Power, yet I muſt obſerve, to our preſent purpoſe, 
that the Reaſon reaches ſubordinate Officers too, and 
they are to be ſeriouſly reflected on by all Governors 
whatſoever. 

For that even ſubordinate Governors act by divine Com- 


miſſion and Authority, my Text is full proof and — 
ing 
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King Feboſaphat, the Reformer and Reſtorer of true Reli- 
gion in that Land, tells his Judges ſo, as he conſtitutes 
them in their Place and Dignity ; he expreſly acknow. 
ledges, that, tho? their Perſons were aſſign'd by him (and 
their Juriſdictions limited by their Patent) yet, the Aut ho- 
rity of their Office was from God, and they were to take 
notice of it, and to take care in it on that account. Take 
beed what ye do, for ye judge not for Man, but for the 
Lord, who is with you in udgment; as if he had ſaid; do 


not look upon this Preferment as a matter of your own 


private Intereſt, or as a means to gratify your Favourite- 
friends by this new Power; nor even as to be adminiſtred 
by you with reſpe& to my Will and Pleaſure, who place 
you in that Seat; no, you are to reſpe& no Man living, 
22 muſt have your Eye on God alone, for him ye act, 
e i with you in Judgment ;, he is with you to guide, 
he 1s with you to reward, he is with you to puniſh you, 
The Difficulty indeed is leſs, and the Conſequence of 
leſs Importance, in ſubordinate Stations, than in that of 
the ſupreme Power, becauſe of the leſs compaſs, and con. 
ſequently leſs Influence of that leſs Power; yet neither 
is the Difficulty of their Work little in it ſelf, nor the 
Conſequences of their Actions little to others. He that 
is reſolvd to be honeſt and faithful to his Truſt, ſhall 
not need to complain that there are not Temptations to 
take him off, and try him throughly, in theſe inferior 
Offices; and he that in theſe inferior Offices betrays and 
falſifies his truſt, let him know that he is falſe to God, 
violates his Authority and Commiſſion, his Name and Or- 
dinance, as well as he who does ſo in the higheſt degree 
of Station; beſides, ſince the ſupreme Power muſt always 
be Men, and cannot therefore perſonally attend the ſe- 
veral Exigences of all Places at once lt 1s therefore, evi- 
dent that no {mall part of Duty, nor inconſiderable to the 
whole, is incumbent even on the inferior Powers; for 


if 
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if inferior Officers looſe- their hold, and give way to dif- 
orders at firſt, without controuling them, they may by 
that opportunity get to ſuch a Head, that the ſupreme Pow- 
er it {elf (ball not be able to ſtem the Tide; nor repair 
the Damages. | | 
Having thus conſider'd in general the Reaſons that 
ſhould make them cautious, I come now to lay down the 
particular Duties incumbent on Governors; which will 
hope further ſhow the Excellency of Government it ſelf, 
and that it is a Bleſſing worthy of God, and engage thoſe 
who are entruſted with it, to tale heed what they do 
in it. LIQT - wad | 
But I ſhall not do juſtice to my Text, nor this Solem- 
| nity, if I confine my Diſcourſe to Governors only; the 
Governed have their ſhare too, and are equally call'd upon 
by my Text; for Government being God's Ordinance, he 
will tee, no doubt, that every Man pay his proper Obe- 
dience to that Command and Inſtitution of his. 

It is plain, from this one conſideration, that on the 
one ſide, Government is not a contrivance of private Con- 
cern, whereby ſome few are choſe out of their Brethren, 
to lord and domineer it over the reſt, after their own wil- 
ful arbitrary ſway, or for their own ſingle Profit or Plea- 
ſure; but is a Duty, a difficult one too; a Duty both to 
God and Man: On the other ſide, that Obedience and 
Submifſion to Governors is not a matter of humour or 
chance, no flattery to Princes, nor merely prudential con- 
ſideration of our own Circumſtances; but of neceſſary 
immutable Duty, and that to God more than Man ; not 
Cuſtom, nor Convenience only, but moſt indiſpenſable 
Conſcience. ' 

In this Latitude I ſhall proſecute what I have further 
to ſay upon this occaſion, and I ſhall lay before you, in 
ſome general Heads, the Duty both of Governors, and of 


the Govern'd, that ſo we may all ſet to our ſeveral Parts 
C and 
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and joyntly carry on this Work of God conſcientiouſſ 
What | deſign to ſpeak to concerning the Duty of 65 
 wernors | ſhall reduce to theie three Heads. 1. The Cin 
of Religion. 2. The Care of the Peace, 3. The Care d 
uſtice. ben 2 
; I. The firſt great Branch of Government and Concern 
of Governors is the Care of Religion, the Glory of Gal 
by puniſhing Wickedneſs and Vice, and maintaining try 
Piety and Virtue : for Governors being God's immediate 
Vice-gerents, the immediate Object of their Miniſtry, 1, 
doubt, muſt be God's Intereſt, that is in St. Paul's Pack 
Godlineſs and Hone fly. 1 Tim. 2. 2. For this is indeed the 
great Work of God himſelf in the World, the temporary 
Concerns of which are all order'd by him, in reference and 
ſubordination to the Spirituals; our Saviour humnſelf i 
veſted with all Power both in Heaven and Farth, to this 
very end, he is head over all to the Church : Eph. 1,1 
that is, for the Churches ſake, for it's Good, its Servic 
When the Spirit foretold of the Goſpel-times, it expreſſ 
mention'd, Xings ſball be thy nurſing Fathers, and Queen 
thy nurſing Mothers : Iſaiah 99. 23. promiſing that the 
Care and Direction of Magiſtrates and Governors in tholc 
times, ſhould principally be employ'd (and it ſhould be 
the brighteſt Jewel in their Crown to be ſo employ'l) 
in its Guardianſhip and Protection. Accordingly God has 
always taken notice of the Behaviour of Princes in thele 
matters; and they have been ftyPd good or hau; have 
flouriſh'd or been brought low, as they have neglectel 
this part, or been concern'd to promote it. Indeed God 
has himſelf laid down this as a Standard of his dealing 
with them, them that honour me, I will honour :, and tboſ⸗ 
that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 1 Sam. 2. 30. 
See what a Plan, therefore, that Man after God's own 
Heart laid down for his Government, F,. 101. through- 
out; a worthy Pattern for all Governors ta follow. 


I will 
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I will not enter into'nice and dark Diſputes on this Oc- 
cafion 1 ehe refinꝰd Managers of Princes Couneils, at any 
time, ſeem to advance Politicks, to the Excluſion of Piety; 
we, who cannot ſee the whole Action, but gueſs at them, 
will not raſbhy judge them; but plain Honeſty and Reaſon 
and Scripture too, dictate to us this Maxim, without He- 
tation, that all Government being from, to, and for God, 
his Commandinent muſt needs be the Rule of it, his Ho- 
nour the firſt Spring and Director of the ſeveral Motions 
of it, The concern of a Chriſtian Government is Chri- 
ſtianity in the firſt place; and ſince they that know God's 
name will truſt in him; Pf. . 10. (that is, obey him in his 
own way, and not preſume to ſet up for, or ſecure them- 
ſelves, either without or againſt his Will) that, ſure, can- 
not be admitted for true Politicks, that contradicts Piety, 
nor that be juſtly effeem'd in the Councils of Chriſtians, 
which may bean abomination in the ſight of Chriſt. Luke 16.13. 
All Princes are fubje& to God, even while they-are 
his Vice-gerents and Sovereigns over Men; all Chriſtian 
Princes were firſt Sons of the Church, before they became 
the Head of it; and, although they are ſupreme in their 
own Dominions, and uncontroulable by any Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Power whatſoever, any further than they will give 
leave, and of themſelves ſubmit to them: Tet are they 
bound in Conſcience (and that under the ſame Penalty 
as are private Chriſtians) to all the Duties of Religion; 
they are oblig'd to hearken to God, in his ſpiritual Offi- 
cers, the Guides of his Church, and as Guardians of both 
Tables; they ought both themſelves to obey, and ſee 
that others obey, God's Authority in them. Magiſtrates 
are appointed for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well. 1 Pet. 2. 14. No doubt, with 
reſpe& to their Duty to God, as well as to one another, 
and the State ; and he that under whatſoever pretence of 
Care for the Peace and ws 3 of a People, gives looſe to 
2 Liber- 
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Libertiniſm and * among them z and eemi 
citous to ſecure, as ep their Tenge 1 5 
nience, is not concern'd what Hereſies over. xun the Church 
of God, what Lewdneſs and Prophaneneſs corrupt the Man. 
ners of the Times; that Man is an evil Magiſtrate, be- 
cauſe he neglects the principal Part of the Office to which 
he was appointed; d. he will be found to be out in the 
very puny Politicks pretends to; for the | wiſeſt of 
Men and Kings has long ſince obſery? d, that righteouſneſ; 
exalteth a nation, but ſin is the reproach of any people, 
Prov. 14. 34. And conſtant Experience has ſtill verity'd 
the Truth of that important Maxim, both in the natural 
and moral Iſſue ; and Divine Providence has uſually diſ- 
pos'd their Fate accordingly. 

2. Another great Branch of Government and Concen 
of Governors 1s the Care of the Peace, that 1s, the pub- 
lick Welfare and Tranquility, of the People committed to 
their Charge: This is eſſentially neceſſary to the ver) 
Being of the Society, and is it {elf the greateſt Bleſling 
and Foundation of all other Bleſſings to the Communi 
and therefore St. Paul directs us eſpecially to pray for O, 
vernors, that by their Care we may lead peaceable and 
quiet liues under them. 

Tho! the lately reviv'd and applauded Notion of a State 
of Nature, in which Men, like Muſhrooms, ſprang up in 
a Night, all perfect Men, and, as ſoon as in Being, fell 
a fighting, like the fabulous Sons of the Dragon's Teeth, 
till a lucky good Chance brought them to: moxe Wit and 
Temper, and to Compoſition, and then they created Go- 
vernors to prevent the like Miſchief for the future ; tho 
this I ſay be not only abſolutely falſe, but a Notion im- 
practicable in the Philoſophy, and directly contrary to 
the expreſs Word of God, and therefore not ta be counte- 
nanc'd by any one, that pretends but to be a Chriſtian; 
yet the Moral of it is very good and certain; vis. - 

the 
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the Nature and End of Government is the Peace and Tran- 
quillity of the Publick,and that there is a Neceſſity in Na- 
ture, that there ſhould be Government for the Being and 
well Being of all Communities. The common Concern, 
therefore, is the great Concern, that lies on all Magi. 
ſtrates within the Sphere of their Government; their Spi- 
rit muſt be as publick as their Station, and their Mind 
continually intent on that one thing neceſſary, the Good 
of all. | 
More particularly they muſt be ſolicitous for that fun- 
damental Part of it, its Peace and Union, that grand Ce- 
ment of all the Good, that can happen to a People, which 
cannot be otherwiſe than miſerable and in Danger, where 
this is neglected, or not in the firſt place provided for. 
To this end they are inveſted with God's Authority, 
which they betray, when they exert it not to this pur- 
poſe; for as N is commiſſion'd to perſwade 
to Peace, ſo the Magiſtrate is commanded to force it. No 
doubt therefore, there is nothing in which a good Magi- 
ſtrate can more worthily Intereſt and Concern himſelf, 
than with his utmoſt Endeavours, to prevent the People 
from breaking out into the Violence of Party, Heats, and 
Factions; from worrying one another, and break ing in 
upon the publick Peace and Tranquillity, by political Con- 
teſts and Diviſions; for this is a direct Interruption of 
the Union, and conſequently a weakning of its Strength; 
it is an Inſult upon the Eſſentials of the Society, and vi- 
ſibly threatens the 7whole Conſtitution. | 
Where there 1s an open bare-fac'd Aſſault made upon the 
Conſtitution, there can be no doubt of this, and no good 
Magiſtrate can overlook it ; but when the Difterence hap- 
pens between thoſe, who, on both ſides acknowledging 
and obeying the Conſtitution, vary only (they ſay) in 
the ways and means of ſerving it, even here ſuch Animo- 
ſities and Bickerings are a nearer Approach to the Breach 
of 
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of the publick Peace, than a conſcientious Subject will zl. 
low himſelf, if he can poſſibly avoid it, to be engag'd in. 
For the Eſtabliſhmient, if attended to it as it ought, uſually 
points out ſo directly the Means, as well as the End, of 
its Service, that thoſe who too hotly propoſe, much more 
if they obſtinately purſue, other Means, and contrary to 
the known Eſtabliſhment, tho? their good Intentions may 

excuſe them before God, yet their wrong Actions cannot 
be excus'd before Men: and ſince the End of that Pee- 
viſhneſs and Contention, if perſiſted in, muſt be the ſame, 
Deſtruction, what ſignifies it to a Government, in the 
Event and Iſſue, whether it was overturn'd by thoſe, who 
defign'd its Ruin; or thoſe, whoſe Ignorance or Perverſ. 
neſs as certainly brought that fatal Effect on it > This 
therefore a good Magiſtrate (who 1s the Guardian of the 
eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution) will by all means ward againſt; 
He cannot but be jealous of any unwarrantable Methods; 
and, as near as he can, will unite the Meaſures and Actions, 
as well as the Affections and Intentions of the Subjects; 
that all running in one intire undivided Channel ma 
more ſtrongly work that Good, which is the Deſign and 
End of them all. | | 
But what ſhall we ſay then to that viperous Brood, who 
with unnatural Venom, defying their own Country, its 
Laws and Government, profeſſedly beſpatter the publick 
Conſtitution ; and in printed Pamphlets publickly arraign, 
and condemn too, the juſt acknowledg'd Eftabliſhment ? 
What to thoſe Incendiaries of a Nation, thoſe Peſts and 
Nuiſances of human Society, whoſe conſtant Commerce is 
Sedition, their Converſation open Faction and Rebellion 
Theſe muſt undoubtedly bethe Abhorrence of all, that pre- 
tend to the ſober reaſon of Men, much more to the Leal 
ofa good Subject, or Temper of a true Chriſtian; and there 
is no doubt, but that it ought to be the ſpecial Care of any 
Magiſtrate (that would approve himſelf in his _—Y 
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God or Man) to ſtop their Mouths and hinder the ſprea- 


ding of their daugerous Inſinuations. 
III. Another great Branch of Government, and Concern 


of Governors is the Care of Juſtice, or the private Liber- 
ty and Property of every Individual Member of the So- 


ciety under their Protection; tho Government be princi- 
pally concern'd for the Whole, yet it reſts not there; 
its Providence, like God's, its Author, reaches to every 
Part too, and brings home its ſalutary Influence to every, 
the meaneſt r rr on it. Sent 
The Adminiſtration of this is of the moſt tender and 
important Concern, and an Error in it of the moſt fatal 
Conſequence to the Whole; in this one Virtue all the Beau- 
ties of Government are contain'd ; and therefore it is of- 
ten uſed to expreſs the whole, becauſe of the Excellency 
of the Part, which it ſelf beareth in it; this is what the 
Scripture fo ſolicitouſly inculcates, every where on Ma- 
giſtrates to be exact in; to do Fuſtice, Fudgment, and Equi- 
ty, (eſpecially as it relates to the meaner and more de- 
fenceleſs Part of Mankind, the Poor, the Widow, the 
Orphans, and the like) and the Abuſe of the Exerciſe of 
this is objected to Governors, as an Offence unpardonable, 
and drawing down ſignal Vengeance on the Wathon. 

And indeed, all this Caution was little enough to ſe- 
cure this neceflary Virtue; and we ſee how hardly, how 
very hardly, all this Caution can effect what it ſo ear- 
neſtly labours for. For the Temptations in this caſe are 
ſo great, what through prejudice and partiality of Favour 
and Affection; what from a natural biaſs and tendency 
to Flattery, private Intereſt and Corruption; what from 
Vanity of exerciſing Authority, an arbitrary ſelf-wilfuIneſs 
and Pride in Men ; what from a miſtaken ſort of Pity 
and Compaſſion ; and many other tho' not better, yet as 
ſtrongly affecting Cauſes ; that if a Magiſtrate has not a 


well fix'd Courage and Reſolution, be not endow'd with 
untainted. 
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untainted Fidelity and Integrity, bears not a ſpecial regard 


to God and Love to Truth, we can hardly expect or hope 


to ſee any of the noble Inſtances of this Virtue from Him. 

But the Violation of this Part of Government, is as foul 
and dangerous a Vice, as the juſt Execution of it is a difficult 
and excellent Virtue z and is that, which of all things, is at 
all times moſt odious and provoking both to God and Man. 

For what can be a greater Affront to God, or more hei- 
nous? God gives Magiſtrates his own Authority, exempts 
them from the Controulment of all Men, makes them his 
1mmediate Repreſentatives, the Diſtributors of his Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, the Adminiſtrators of his Providence to 
their Brethren ; no doubt, therefore but they ought to 
be like him, the Fudge of all, no Reſpecters of Perſons, biaſsd 
by no private Concerns or Paſſions; and if they approve 
not themſelves, as ſuch, there is as little doubt to be 
made, but that God will vindicate his own Honour, and 
ſeverely revenge on their guilty Heads, the perverting his 
1 and treacherouſly vacating all his Goodneſs to 

en. 

As to Men nothing can be more pernicious to them, 
whether we reſpect their private or publick Matters; for 
as to the firſt, when Men are but again, and that more 
grievouſly, injur'd, by thoſe who ſhould have redreſs'd 
their Grievances, what remains ro them but Deſpair and 
ſinking under the Misfortune 2 Oppreſſion maketh even a 
Wiſe Man mad, ſays the wiſeſt of Men and Kings: Eccle- 
ſiaſtes 7. 7. and it is not every good Spirit, that can allways 
bear up under the Trial of it. Then, as to the ſecond, 
where ſuch Injuſtice is frequent and notorious, it neceſſa- 
rily diſcourages thoſe, who have felt or fear the Ettects 
of it; makes them ſerve the publick by halves, and with 
dead Hearts and Hinds to come into it ; but where the 
People are ſenſible of Protection, that Government ſhall 
not need to fear their Subjection; private Intereſt warmly 
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ſeconds that of the publick; when they really meet and 
ire united, no Help will be wanting to it in any of its 
Exigencies. i | | 

Nor is it any wonder that Men ſhould generally be 
thus affected; for Self. love and Intereſt, is a natural, and 
neceſſary Principle of Man, as Man; and when rightly 
underſtood and regulated, 1s of ſuch ſpecial Uſe, that in 
Religion it ſelf, God not only admitteth, but conſtantly 
6 applyeth to ĩt. The lately trumpt up Liberties of Mankind, 
| as they are manag'd by the Inventors of them, are indeed 
à manifeſt Uſurpation upon God, and contrary to the true 
Intereſt of Men; yet Man (tho' born in neceſſary Depen- 
dency as ſure as he is born at all) undoubtedly was not 
naturally born nor deſign'd for Slavery; and tho? it is 
impious to object our Liberties againſt a poſitive Command 
of God; unjuſt to inſiſt upon private Property againſt the 
univerſal Good and Demands of the Publick ; yet may we 
lawfully, and laudably, reſiſt private malicious Invaders 
and the Magiſtrate by his place, is oblig'd to be aſſiſtant 
to Right and do us Juſtice in it. | ; 

But Men are ſeldom deficient on this fide; they little 
want to be egg'd on, or made more ſenſible of any injurious 
Encroachment, or taught not too little to reſent what 
touches themſelves ; but for this Cauſe eſpecially the 
Magiſtrate is conſtituted, to come between the Paſſions and 
Intereſts of Men, as an impartial Perſon and unconcern'd; 
and by his Authority, deciding in Truth, in Juſtice and in 
Equity, to put an end to private Contention and Strife, 
that they grow not to more violent heights,and the publick 
be endanger'd by them. 

Theſe are ſome of the chief Strokes of Government and 
Duties of Governors; and a Magiſtrate thus acting conſci- 
entiouſly promoting the Honour of God, the Welfare of 
the Publick, the Rights of every ſingle Man, how divine a 
Bleſling muſt he be to the happy People committed to his 


Charge > What Love and Honour may he not expect from 
D Men 
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Men here, what Reward and Recompence from (Gy 
hereafter >? —_ 
But if thro? the Corruption of Men, and for the Puniq 
ment of that Corruption, God think fit to viſit a Nation 
with evil Governors (which certainly he may as well da 
as viſit them with Plague, Peſtilence, Famine, or wp 
other Vengeance, and Sword of bis; ) Such evil Governoy 
tho' they act not up to, yet they act under the Commiſig 
of God, and are to him accountable, but to others uncon. 
troulable. It is one of the wildeſt Paradoxes that ever in. 
veterate and preſumptuous Iniquity ſet on broach, to aſſer, 
that the ſupreme Power, becauſe evil, is not the Miniſſe 
of God, but forfeits his Authority, and may, nay mul 
in fuch Caſes be coerc'd by thoſe over whom he is ap 
pointed: For fure enough, Dominion is not founded 1 
Grace, no more as to the ſupreme Prerogative than privat 
Property; and we muſt obey lawful Authority, tho! it 
exert it {elf not very graciquſly, it is certain that Sin is 
not the Miniſtry of God; it is as certain that Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion in the ſupreme Power (however ahſolutt 
and arbitrary) is Sin; but it is as certain too, that thi; 
oppreſſing, this ſinning Power (if it be the lawful Power) 
is God's Ordinance, and cannot, without greater Sin, be 
coerc'd by the Suhjects of his Government: It ſubordinate 
Magiſtrates prove never ſo e of Mal-admi- 
niſtration, we axe nat to let in the Mob upon them, but 
complain, in due Courſe of Law, to the fyupreme Powers, 
who are to judge and puuiſh them. If the ſupreme Power 
be guilty of the ſame Mal-adminiſtration, we may no doubt, 
uſe all lawful means to bring him to a ſight of his Error, 
and eaſe ourſelves in the regular way of Juſtice; but all 
the united Conſent and Impatience of the People, will not 
give them the more Authority to ſet aſide God's Ordinawe 
or make the Power not God's Miniſter: It is not more con- 
tradictious Nonſenſe in Terms to ſay that the Inferiors 
are Superiors, than it is flatly contrary to the Ron 
00, 
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God, for them to uſurp fuch coercing Authority; againſt 
Senſe and Reafon for them to pretend to it, and an Inlet 
of perpetual and inevitable Confuſion to permit them to 

Aiſe it. 

Which brings me to my Second Head, which I propos'd 
to ſpeak to from theſe Words. viz. the Duty of thoſe 
who are govern'd, from this Canfideration that Govern- 
ment is God's. | | 

What I have to ſay to this ſhall likewiſe be contain'd 
in the Three following Heads, 1. Obedience of the 
Action, 2. Obedience of the Will. 3. Obedience of the 
Underſtanding. | ” 

1. We muſt pay to our lawful Governors Obedience of 
the Action: this is, indeed, the firſt and loweſt Form of 
Obedience, and none deny this, that pretend to pay any 3 
but then this muſt be Duty in us, not Humour, reſpect 
the 33 of the Ruler, not our Convenience, and 
therefore be univerſal and general. We are not ta 
pick and chuſe, interpret or diſtinguifh, but if the Will 
of the Power come out in a Command, it is thereby en- 
titled to our Submiſſion and Obedience; Ke the Scri- 

ure expreſly commands, ſubmit your ſelues to ev 
ar Hf of 25 for the 230 ſake. 9 Pet. 1. 13. Where 
the word of a King is, there is power, and who may 42 unto 
him what doft thou 2 Eccleſ. 8. 4. Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelvcs, Hebrews 13. 16. 
Whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obferue and do, 
Matthew 23. 3. Put them in mind to be ſubject to princi- 
palities and powers, ſays St. Paul. Tit. 3. 1. that is, incul- 
leate it as the principally neceſſary Doctrine. 

What ftrange People, then, are thoſe, who defy the 
lawful Command of the Power, and plead Conſcience too 
for fo doing? For as to a ſcrupulous, or tender Conſcience, 
& they call it) how can that be ſuch , which objects 

ill but on one fide ? It ſcruples indeed that lawful Com- 
mand of the Power, but makes no ſcruple of the Sin of 

= Diſobe- 
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Diſobedience, that Sin, compar'd to, and equall'd: with 
the Sins of W; irc heraft and. Idolatry, 1 Sam. 1 5. 23. In 
the caſe of a doubting Conſcience, if the Ballance be ſo 


g 
that 


even on both ſides; how then has Conſcience decided * 

againſt the Command ? It is plain it hath not declar'd it God 
ſelf at all, hath paſs'd no Sentence; for it is till in doubt, 44. 
and therefore they falſly pretend the Verdict of Conſcience, tatio! 
which hath as yet, brought none in ; and then what Man Savii 
of Conſcience will adually break an undoubted and indif- WW :bing 
penſable Command of God, (for Obedience to our Go- Matt 
vernors is ſuch) for fear he may poſſibly break one (which Bu 
is but Fear and Doubt at the moſt) by paying ſuch Obe. oblig 
dience? Once more, as to an erroneous.Conſcience, when comp 
a Man 75 erſwadged in bis own Mind, and alloweth man 
what he doth, but is deceiv'd and wrong in that Perſwa- mild 
fion and Allowance, this will not ſatisfy {till ; for the MW 6rai; 
Governor loſeth not his Right to his, Obedience. becauſe rathe 
the Subject is Fool or Knave; the Man muſt get better mont 
Information, and that at his own Peril, and it behoves of C 
him to be very honeſt and ſolicitous in it; for although tient 
he ſinns, undoubtedly, if he obeys againſt this his, tho uſe v 
falſe, Judgment: Let, as undoubtędly, he ſinneth too, if whet 
he refuſes his Obedience upon the. Account of that his, N 
[i ſtill, falfe Judgment. | Qion 
0 One Exception there is, indeed, againſt this Univerſal than 
1 Obedience of the Action, and that is when the Power in- faſt t 
5 joyns any thing evidently againſt the Command of God; ¶ conv 
| in this Caſe ſuch Obedience becomes im practicable. For quity 
the Power cannot command Obedience by virtue of the ty; 
Command of God, when that very Command of God re- tence 

quires us, in that caſe, not to pay Obedience; nor can tain 
1 the Word of the immutable God of Truth be interpreted A 
\ to oblige againſt it ſelf, which would be an impoſſible dice, 
1 Contradiction; in ſuch Caſes. the Voice of the Primitive this, 
5 Chriſtians was, Da veniam Imperator, tu carcerem, ill: the s 
b Gebennam : Pardon us, Sir; you threaten with @ Priſon, N 2 Du 
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god with Hell; for the Apoſtles had decided this Caſe, 
that we muſt obey God rather than Man, Acta 5. 29. and 
appeal'd to their Enemies themſelves to vindicate the Juſt- 
neſs of that Deciſion, whether it be right in the fight of 
god to bearken unto you more, than unto God judge ye, 
As 4. 19. they always injoin Obedience with this Limi- 
tation, In the Lord, Eph. 6. 1. Only in the Lord, and our 
Saviour himſelf, requires us to give, as, to Ceſar the 
things that be Ceſar's, ſo, to God the things that be God's, 
Matthew 22. 21. 

But when we are oblig'd to refuſe Obedience, we are 


| oblig'd too, not to refuſe Subject ion; tho* we muſt not 


comply with the Command, we muſt ſubmit to the Com- 
mander ; thoſe things, in which we cannot join, are 
mildly and modeſtly, without deteſtation and bitterneſs, up- 
braiding or defyance, gently to be declin'd, and laid aſide, 
rather than rejected, A. Gellius lib. 2. c. 7. After ſuch Re- 
monſtrance as may ſufficiently convince that we do act out 
of Conſcience not Contradiction, we muſt fit down pa- 
tiently by the Conſequents, if God permit the Power to 
uſe us hardly for it; obey we muſt in all things, and ſuffer, 
when we cannot act, the Will of our lawful Governors. 
Now this is that which is meant by that famous Diſtin- 
ction of Paſſive Obedience, which is neither more nor leſs 
than this, even that we ſuffer patiently, rather than re- 
fiſt tumultuouſly; take up the croſs, tho' we take up In- 
conveniences with it; that we chuſe Aſfliction before Ini- 
quity ; keep our ſelves from Sin, which is our certain Du- 


| ty; not ſet up to controul our Governors (tho* with pre- 


tence to oblige them to their Duty) which is our cer- 
tain Sin. 

And would Mens Haſtineſs of Spiric, or partial Preju- 
dice, ſuffer them coolly to conſider and to underſtand 
this, they would not dare to make this admirable Virtue 
the Subject of their ridiculous Jeſt, ſo impiouſly blaſpheme 
a Duty ſo directly tending to the Honourof God Almighty, 
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ſo abſolutely — to their own eternal Salvation, I 
is certain, that ſuch Non-refiſtance is a great Duty, both 
very intelligible in it ſelf, and plainly requir'd in ey 
Page, and by the whole Defign of the Bible. It is cer- 
tain, that it always will be a Duty, in all Ages, and in all 
Countries of Chriſttans ; a oy neceſſary, ſo long az 
God's Commands can lay a Neceſſity upon the Conſcien. 
ces of Men; a Duty reaſonable fo long as it ſhall be reaſo- 
nable to truſt God's Providence with the Government of 
this World, and believe his Juſtice will reward us accor- 
ding to our Actions in another; a Duty honourable too, 
ſo long as Meekneſs and Patience, couragious Virtue and 
Reſolution, ſhall be thought a truer Character of a Man 
and Chriſtian, than Turbulency and Impatience, ufur- 
ping Luſt and impetuous Carnality ; thus we muſt be al- 
ways ſubjet ; pay Active, and where that cannot be, 
Paſlive Obedience to all the Commands of our lawful 
Governors. | 

2. We mult pay to our lawful Governors an Obedience 
of the Will, he that refiſteth (e aynmoruG. in the 
Text Rom. 13. 2.) is not he only that appears in Battel 
array, and with arm'd Forces in the Field; but he who 
bears about him an arm'd Mind, ſets himſelf againſt the 
Power, is troubleſome, reſty, turbulent, loves, and falls 
in with all occaſions of Diſcontent, he ſhall receive Dam- 
nation; for this furious factious Temper, the unquiet un- 
governable Spirit, 1s a damnable Principle ; the outward 
Act of Submiſſion is enough fot the Law, for that can ſee, 
and therefore convi& or puniſh no further; it is enough, 
it may be, for the Good of the World, for however re- 
piningly, with whatever ſlaviſh Awe, Order is effected, 
yet while Regularity is maintain'd, and outward Decen- 
cy and Conformity kept up, be it with what Hypocriſy 
ſoever, ſtill the Peace and Quiet of Mankind is ſupported 
but we muſt remember, that Government is God's Ordi- 
nance, that Obedience to it, is Obedience to God; = 
this 


23 
this formal and fawning Compliance is not enough for the 
Command. God requires us to do our Work not grud- 

ingly or as of neceſſity, but cheerfully; accepts not if the 
Will be diſſatisfied with the Performance ; he injoins 
and that chiefly too, the inward virtuous Diſpofi- 
tion, that we be humble and ſubmiſſive, tractable and 
ingenuous, in the Frame and Temper of our Souls, that 
we pride not ourſelves above ourſelves, but think ſoberly 
of ourſelves, comport our ſelves according to that meaſure, 
which in his Providencehe has appointed to every one of 
us. Rom. 12. 3. &c. | 

Every Man may, in his Station, bear a part of God's 
great Buſineſs in governing the World, that great Houſe 
or Family of his, in which he hath given every Man his 
Part as it pleas'd him, and every Man muſt maintain that 
part to the Honour of God, and the Good of the whole: 
and tho? a larger Sphere and more extenſive, be allotted to 
the great ones of the Earth to condu&, yet each one in 
his inferior Orb, may, and ought to, move concentrick, 
and preſerve the Harmony of the whole. Let every Man 
aſſure himſelf God requires this at his Hands; and how 
little foever any Man may ſeem to be able to promote it, 
for his fingle ſhare, yet will it be no little Fault, nor 
will the Puniſhment of that his Fault prove little, if any 
do, or defire, for his part, to diſturb it. 

We muſt not therefore ſuffer ourſelves to pick up Mat- 
ter of Diſcontent, nor willingly entertain any ; we 
ſhould, as far as the Caſe will bear, interpret on the fide 
of Authority; ſuppreſs all unchriſtian Envyings, wrathy 
Striſes, Debates, Backbitings, Whiſperings, Swellings, Tu- 
mults, 2 Cor. 12. 20. and make ule of that Charity that 
bopeth all things, endureth all things, 1 Cor. 13. 7. For, 
ſure, our Governors are not excluded their juſt Claim of 
the good Nature which 1s our Duty to every the meaneſt 
among one another: we muſt not prefer private Intereſt to the 
publick Peace, nor deſire to ſet all things in a Flame, - 
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do Juſtice, (as they call it) to our ſelves or Friends; nor 
ſacrifice our Duty and Conſcience, and the Quiet and 
Good of our Neighbours, to our aſſuming Pride, our ha. 
ſty paſſionate Reſentments ; that bitter exaſperated Spirit 
that ſeems pleas'd with an Opportunity to reflect on, and 
even to condemn the Government, is never lawful ; and 
makes even an otherwiſe good Cauſe altogether unju- 
ſtifiable. 

To ſay the Truth, that ſcrupulous ſolicitous Canvaſling, 
that exact rigorous Ballancing of Property and Prerogz- 
tive, doth but adminiſter Occaſion to the Fleſh, and never 
yet ſerv'd any End of Godlineſs or Honeſty that I ever 
heard of. Where there is a Power lodg'd to inſpect and 
regulate theſe things, let them be ſure they have it, and 
then in God's Name, be juſt to it, and exerciſe it to the 
End for which they were entruſted with it, and in ſuch 
due Ways and Methods as are to them preſcrib'd. But 
for others, who have no ſuch Care or Claim, for them 
to take the Chair as Arbitrators, looks methinks, like 
Men more than half way gone in Rebellion; It is a kind 
of Revolt of the Mind, that wants but an Opportunity 


of declaring : a truly conſcientious Subject will not readily 


ſuſpe& his Governors, leſs readily determine againſt them, 
and leaſt of all will he be ready to puſh things to Extre- 
mity, even when he muſt give up the Cauſe againſt them: 
His Deſire 1s Peace and good Order ; which no Fears, no 
Jealouſies, nay, not real Exceſſes or Faults of his Gover- 
nors, ſhall perſwade him, for his part, to interrupt or violate. 

3. We muſt pay to our lawful Governors the Obedience 
ef the Underſtanding, I do not mean by this, that we 
ſhould implicitely give up our Underſtanding to our Go- 
vernors, whether in Church or State, and do what they 
bid us without knowing what we do, or why we do it; 
no, Obedience muſt be rational, not blind; tho' ready 
yet not undiſtinguiſhing, elle it will prove but the Impe- 
us of a Brute, not the Service of a Man, much leſs the 
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of a Chriſtian z but this I mean, that we muſt ob 
from a thorough Conviction of the Underſtanding, a well 
grounded Principle of Duty and Conſcience, as doing it unto 
the Lord, not unto men; knowing that of the Lord we ſhall 
receive the reward, for we ſerve the Lord Chriſt, Coloſſ. 3. 
23, 24+ This is that which is chiefly enforc'd on us from 
this Conſideration that Government 1s God's ; this makes 
it Conſcience, not Covetouſneſs ; the Service of the 
Soul, and, as ſuch, acceptable to God, and rewardable by 
him: this will be a conſtant Spring of Action, and main- 
tain us ſteady in our Duty, ſpite of all Unſteadineſs of 
Circumſtances, | | 

The Power may not he allways a Terror to Subjects, 
when the Humour comes upon them for a Change or Re- 
bellion ; the Conſpiracy may thicken, and grow too 
ſtrong ; and they be enabled to pour Wrath as well as 
Contempt on their Princes; but God will be allways ter- 
rible to Sinners ; they ſhall never get out of his Hand 
who hath declar'd, 2h hand join in hand they ſhall not 
go unpuniſhed. Proverbs 16. 5. Who, tho" he, ſometimes, 
gives Succeſs to the Attempts of Traitors and Rebels, 
yet never favours them or their Principles, and will be 
ſure more ſeverely to take up the Matter, and avenge it 
in his own Wrath, for having permitted them to eſcape 
the Wrath of the Power. 

And thus Religion is the ſure, the only ſure Bond of 
Government; for when a Man acts on this Principle, he 
will be allways one and immutable ; for there can never 
come a greater Argument to ſeduce him from his Duty: 
but take away this Reſtraint once, and the Proteus will 
change his Shape, as Occaſion ſerves, without any Shame 
or Bluſhing. Whatever they boaſt, thoſe who have not 
the tye of Religion, the only true Honour, were ſeldom 
yet found ſuch Slaves to the pretended one, as to be held 
dy it, from any well-ſeconded Temptation ; ſet afide this 
Chriſtian Prudence, this Cy for another World, and 

no 
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uo doubt, carnal Policy chn never want Excufes to 
with, whatever, preſent Intereſt, and by all tems mib: 
the moſt of this. For this purpoſe God himſelf, who beg 
knew what was in Man, hedg'd him in by immediate Pg. 
cept and Obligation of Duty to himſelf; that ſo the Stam 


of his Divine Authority might more effectually over-ben 
all Grudgings and Repinings, and anſwer thoſe urdy 
Oppoſites, Pride and Carnality ; and the Interpofition if 
his poſitive Command, might, if poſſible, ſecure this Dy. 
ty of Subjection ; a Duty fo excellent in its own ſelf, 
Duty ſo =2 pleaſing to, and promoting the Honour 
of, God; a Duty ſo abſolutely neceſſary to, and produRin 
of, the greateſt Good and Wellfare of all Mankind. 

And thus is our Obediencg completely perfected, (ad 
being bound with this threefold Cord we ſhall not eafily 
break through. from Duty) when I ſay that outward Obe. 
dience of our Actions (or Paſſive Submiſſion where that 
cannot be) ſhows the Reality of our inward hearty Sub- 
jection; and our inward ſincere Humility and Diſpoſition 
to Obedience, prompts us to a willing Exerciſe and 
Proof of it, in our outward Actions: and when both 
theſe proceed from a ſtedfaſt uniform Root, that of Prin: 
eiple; when they are not the Product of Chance or Ci 
ſtom, nor follow'd merely with refpe& to our ſelves, ot 
Men alone, but chiefly with regard to the Authority and 
Command of God, as Duty and Religion, for Conſcience 
ſake. Romans. n | OT « | 

Aud now for a concluſion of this Diſcourſe, give me leni 
to make an Application from each of thoſe two general 
Heads, which I have now laid before you. 

For I. As to the firſt of theſe, the Duties of Governors; 
who can, on ſuch. Occaſions as this, ho can without In- 
gratitude to God be ſilent; and not reflect, (with Joy and 
Thankſgiving to him, and Congratulation to our own nt 
tive Country, reflect) on that happy Conſtitution we are 
born under, and call to mind how exactly it anſwers all 
the Godlike ends of Government, and fills us with the 
happy Fruits of it ? I, As 


-— a 
I As toReligion;/ our Prinees are by peculiar Style, De- 
ſenders of the Faith;and have in ſignal manner, maintain d 
that truly glorious and moſt honourable and princely 
Character. This Kingdom(Bleffed be the good Providence 
of our Gvdiupon us) Hath of long time proſeſsd the true 
Religion and undefiled befbre Go, Religion it ſuch Truth, 
ſuch Purity, that we have been, and are the Foyofthe whole 
Earth; no where, fince the firſt Life-giving Fountains 
were open dj have ſuch Streams made glad the City of God : 
no where has his Honor ſb il luſtriouſſy drpelty ſo untully'd. 
It is true, too ſadly true, that we Have been, and are, 
over-run with Irreligion, Prophaneneſs and Immorality; ne- 
ver did the infernal Pit belch out ſack furious Flames, ſuch 
nd noxious. Vapours, as in theſe our Days; but God be thanket, 
fly the countenancing ſuch Impiety 1s not the Act, nor the neg- 
be lect neither, of, at leaſt; the ſupreme Power amvng us. 
hat Our Conſtitution is ſeriouſſy adapted to promote ſubſtantial 
ub. Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs; our Laws ſtro 3 
ion cond them; and the Example (as well as the repeated Ad- 
and monit ions and Endeavours) from the: Throne in the moſt 
och engaging manner recommends them; tg How. 
rin. ever rampant, runs ſtill. but in a private Channels it is 
Cu. not national, it. is not eſtabliſbd eee will not 
of cry ſo loud as to draw down a national Vifitation. 
and II. As to the publick Good and Welfare, our Govern- 
ne ment has, upon the compariſon, always been allowed the 
preference above all, as moſt excellently fram'd to that 
aue great End, both in Church and State. 
eri For the civil State; what could with more true and la. 
ſting Policy provide for it than a Government, ſo equal, 
ts; ſo juſt, ſo mild as ours confeſfedty is? t rakes: 
- IH 4way occaſion from them that ſeek rw: (iy wales the 
Diſturbers of Mankind appear in there © own proper 
Colours, not leaving them ſo much asa Vizor, or pretente, 
but that only one, unavoidable indeed, but always unrea- 
ſonable; that of forc'd Fears, Suſpicions, Jealouſies. I do 
Mo 2 not 
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not find that thoſe. Pleaders for Faction, and Ringleaders 
ofSeditton, who calling themſelves Patriots, and Defenders 
of the Peoples Liberty, pull'd at and pull'd down now this, 
now that Part of the Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution, ever 
advanc'd any thing better in its room; nay, they notoriouſly 
made more fatal breaches, while they pretended to (top them 
by their wiſe Amendment; even when they fix'd upon real 
rievances (not in the Conſtitution, (for there they found 
none) but in ſome Part of the executive Adminiſtration of 
it) by their politick way of lopping off the Branch, inſtead 
of reducing it to its proper uſe and bounds, they have been 
found, in the event, to have dealt worſe with the Nation, 
than if they had left it, Grievances and all, ſtill ſtanding; 
witneſs thoſe pure times of thorough Reformation and Li. 
berty, from 1641 and afterwards, 57 
As to the Eccleſiaſtical State; the inveterate, quick. 
ſichted Malice of Enemies of all forts, for ſo long time af. 
ſaulting and inſulting it, has ſtill found it too hard for them; 
they have been able to object nothing but that Iſſue of Pride, 
Novelty, Reſtleſsneſs, Licentiouſneſs, of their own workin 
unſettPd brain againſt it; nor have they to this day diſco- 
ver'd any one great or material flaw in any one part of it: 
ſo that we may boldly declare in favour of our Conſtitution, 
in both its Parts, that it is in general, order'd with conſum- 
mate Wiſdom and Prudence, that unparallell'd Moderation 
and Goodneſs, that none, but thoſe who-are in Love with 
Confuſion, would offer to diſturb it; none that wiſh well to 
themſelves or others, would not ſtudiouſly obey and conform 
to, would not heartily rejoyce under ſuch a Government, 
III. As to private Property and Privileges, our Confſtitu- 
tion has in this reſpec ever been the Envy and Glory of the 
whole World; and it is not poſſible for any that live under 
it, not to be ſenſible of, and Joy in the Truth of it. But 
this Part has been ſo over magnity'd and ſtretch'd of late, that 
[ſhall not inſiſt upon the proof of it, but rather take occaſion 
to caution my, in this, too happy Country Men, * the 
| | eſtroy 
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deſtroy not that themſelves, which no Enemy can for them; 
and make their unwary and unwarrantable means of defen- 
ding them, more fatal than could have been the very negle& 
of them. We thank our good God and gracious Sovereigns, 
we have a true ſolidly conſtituted Liberty, a Liberty which 
no Nation ſo entirely poſſeſſes, a Liberty than which we 
cannot wiſh ourſelves a greater; but let us not make uſe o 
this Liberty, for an occaſion to the Fleſh, or a Cloak of Ma- 
Jiciouſneſs. Gal. 5. 13. 1 Pet. 2. 16. 

It is obſervable that all the peſtilent Doctrines which ſet 
the World in a Flame, are drawn by the perverſe Diſputings 
of ignorant or deſigning Men, from ſome of the moſt im- 
portant and acknowledg'd Truths; Satan could not hope 
to deceive Men by an Argument wholly fallacious; but 
baiting them with ſome plain and darling Notion, he eaſily 
ſetts them a madding under pretence of Concluſions from 
it: and thus it is particularly in the Caſe before us. 

Liberty and Property is our native and legal Right; there- 

1 and the Rebel ſtrike in, and reſolve they 
will have no civil Government, no religious Inſtitution that 
ſhall interfere with this original and firſt to be conſider'd 
Privilege, or claſh with what they are pleas'd to call, or 
fancy, that Liberty and Property of theirs , nor God nor. 
Man ſhall give Laws to us, (ſay they) we are they that 
ought to rule, who is Lord over us? 5, 12. 4. 

Nov this is viſibly, beginning at the wrong end; and when 
we thus traverſe things againſt Nature, we make both God 
and Man our Enemies, in the unjuſt Purſuit of that, which if 
we could be contented to be poſſeſs'd of law fully, we might en- 
joy with much more Eaſe, as well as with a better Conſcience. 

God is the great Creator of the World, and Obedience 
to him the firſt and grand Neceſſity; not an act ſeemingly 
to his own Glory, much leſs in Favour of our trifling Lives 
and Liberties, will juſtify us before him in the Breach of 
any of his Laws; be doth what be pleaſeth,but he giveth no 
man. 
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man a licenſe to ſin; no nor to do evi] that good mae 415 Hit. Rom. 3.8 
Realo 


"The Community has (ever ſince there was Reatonipg and So- 
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cieties in the World) always been allou d a Supreme Right, a 
Prerogative Paramount to all OConſiderations of any private Mem. 


her, how cõnſiderable ſoever he may think himſelf,or really ma 


be: every one muſt give May to the common Utility of all. 

Now then, herein lies the fallacy; Liberty and Property 
is our d ue, but on y in their Place and Order; ſecure, therefore. 
your duty to God | firſt, your. qbligation to the Publick in the 
next Place, and then, i the Name.of God, $0.00 with Liber. 
ty and Property, and God and Man will juftify che Plex and 
Node it ; but if Men will invert the Order of things, begin 
with the laſt: firſt (indeed inſiſt only on the laſt whatever be- 
come of the reſt) nor Men here, nor God hereafter, will en- 
dure ſuch inſolent Pretenſions, but terribly revenge. on thoſe 
Diſturbers of the World their proud Rebellion. 

And ſet me, for once, pretend to obſerve to theſe Grand 
Politicians, that they will find it their beſt Intereſt to acquięſce; 
for the Lord # king be the People never ſo impatient, he ſitteth between 
the Cherubims, be the earth never ſo unqujet. Pſ.99, 1. nor will he 
ſuffer his Prerogative to be wreſted out of his Hands, for all 
their Inſolence and Inſultings: If Men will be carving for 
themſelves, they ſhall-be left to themſelves; and then, for all 
their Aflurance and Confidence in themſelves, the. Hiſtory of 
the World, in all Ages, ſufficiently declares, what bungling 
Workmen the moſt. r<fin'd of them are, can him, and of 
FT ERR: I 

2. For Application to my ſecond Head, the Duty ofthe Go- 
vern'd ; would to God I could ſay, that there were nothing on 
this Account to accuſe. my. Nation of, but that the Returns of 


our Duty and Allegiance, had been always anſwerable to the 


Blefling of God, and the Goodneſs of our, Governors to us 
Oh! that this Part were blotted out of the Records of Time, 
and bury'd in Silence, eternal Silence and Oblivion; but alas 
r ew ef MI | 

Nay, the bold Impiety of our free-thinking and free-talking 


Times, has improv'd theſe, and the like unhappy Accidents, 


to an Height none ever ſuſpected, and made them unjuſtifiable 
enough in themſelves, yet juſtify as many more of the like kind 
as ſhall happen for ever hereafcer;I mean by that ne, pernicious 
Doctrinè of confuting Duty by Example, arguing from Mat- 
ter of Fact to Matter of Right; by which Men are taught to 

practiſe 
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1. But I will not inſiſt upon this: 
true melancholly Topick; (and yet, Gracious 8 
E ptior hat foreſaid ſevere Indict- 

? think I 


of it ſelf, bent to Sedition or Rebellion; it has Deen cheated 

_dilpos z it has be Misfortune 

oſten, never was its Principle. We love * Tir Monar- 
our 


reſty and turbulent Spirits; being the Product of every Nation un- 
der the Sun, we Have our Mite of them, and perhaps it was impoſ- 


God, 
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| Bod,once,gave us over ta theis;Typerr 
natural goodly Fruits of them, andthey ſoon turn d this far 


dom into a dreadful Aceldama,the fouleſt field of bloo Ane ö 


things, ſacted and civil, in Horror, Confuſion and 


but it is as notorious too, that all this was contriv'd by a very | 
inconſiderable Party, whom God permitted, for the Scourge 8 
and Puniſiment of our Iniquities, to Lord it thus over their BY. q 


ters, by far the moſt confiderable and greateſt Part of the Nation, 
But after ſome few Years violent agitations (enough ons 
would have thought, to have kept them ound for ever) the Na- 
tion gaturg'd to its Senſes, by the biaſs of irs true Conſtitution; 
"God, in mercy, oe off that his ſevere Rod, and returning 
to his People in a moſt mighty Delivetance. 


he'only diſpoſer of Kingdoms, may it pleaſe him, 


2 e & God for that his excellent goodneſs ! Oh! may it 
plea a | 
of the ſame his own free goodnels to be our Guard ſtill by his 


protecting Providence over us; may it pleaſe him to'eſtabliſh 
for ever, this beſt of Governments, our true Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion, both in Church and State; and particularly to bleſs, and 
continue to us, that beſt of Governors, our preſent Queen: 
both which his own right hand has hitherto ſo ſignally pre- 
ſerv'd, ſo juſtly endear'd to us; may it pleaſe him to give us 


grace, that we may know our Blefling and our Benefactor tod,, 


and not wantonly iputn at it and him, till we provoke him to 
take away from us that great Good, which we fo little under. 
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petuouſneſs, to ſhow! us the 


ſtood, or ſo ill acknowledg d; may it pleaſe him to inſpire all 


our Souls with the Spirit of Truth Unity and Concord, that, in 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of Life, following the work of Peace, we 
may reap the Fruit of Peace, and arrive art laſt, ar the glorious 
Kingdom of Peace, and be admitted to the everlaſting enjoyment 
of him, the Prince of Peace, and the God of Peace. f | 


* Aimighty God, whoſe Ki m is everlaſting, and power infinite ; Have mercy \ 


upon the whole Church, and ſo rule the cob; thy choſen Servant Ann, our. 
e 


ueen and Governour, that ſhe (knowing w 
things ſeek. thy honour and glory; and that we and all her ſu 


ets (duly conſidering 


whoſe du ſhe bath) may faithfully ſerve, honour, od humbly obey her, w' 4 
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thee, and for thee, according to thy bleſſed word and ordinance, 
our Lord, who with thee, and the holy Gboſt, liveth and 191 
world without end. Amen. 


iniſter 7» s) may above all, | 


